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the cattle kept by a tenant will be of better quality when carting
is a subsidiary occupation.
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For the supply of seed the majority of these people depend
on Zamindars, Banias and high caste tenants, who have adopted
the lucrative profession of giving seed on bisar. According to
this system for every seer of seed borrowed during sowing season
one and a quarter or one and a half seers have to be returned
at harvest time.

Cash Crops and Rent

The majority of depressed class tenants (80 per cent to-90
per cent) practise subsistence farming. They do not, as a rule,
grow money crops. Subsistence, indeed, is the most important
problem confronting a depressed class tenant. Rent, he usually
pays by working as a labourer by taking to service or'harwahi or
from the proceeds of any ancillary occupation that he might
have. Only occasionally do depressed class tenants pay their
rent by selling a part of their produce. This happens where the
holdings are of fair dimensions. It is either wheat or rice,
according as rabi or kharif is important, that goes towards the
payment of rent.

New Crops

New crops are being taken up for cultivation even by the
depressed classes. Sugar-cane is now being grown in certain
localities chiefly as a cash crop, Potatoes/ too, are being pro-
duced though mainly for home consumption. During winter
months, potato forms an important constituent of the diet of
depressed class people. Tobacco is grown in certain localities
mainly for home consumption. Vegetables like radishes, car-
rots, palak (spinach of finer variety) are not grown by depres-
sed class tenants, especially by Chamars, because they are
afraid that their crops would be taken away free by men of
other castes. The Khatik, however, is a notable exception for
he grows almost exclusively vegetables and fruits. He can pro-
tect his fields effectively from the depredations of birds, wild
animals and men of other castes,